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iki diinya savas1 sonras kiiresel baris1 saglamak amaci ile kurulan UNESCO, zaman icinde
kiiltiir ve doga koruma ¢agrilar1 yapan kurum haline gelmistir. Iklim degisikligi ve yiikselen
deniz seviyesi, Birlesmis Milletler ve UNESCO f{iye sayisinin {i¢te birini teskil eden Kiigiik

Ada Devletlerinin varligini tehdit eder hale gelmistir. Bu sartlar altinda doga koruma ve

kalkinma araci olarak Jeoparklar 6ne ¢ikan programdir.

Jeopark, uluslararasi iistiin degere sahip en az bir adet jeosit-jeolojik miras bulunduran, doga
veya idari sinirlarla ayrilmis, kendine ait biitcesi ve yonetimi olan, yaya gezme mesafesinden
biiytik, kirsal kalkinma oncelikli doga koruma alanlaridir. UNESCO Jeopark: tesciline
bagvurabilmek i¢in en az bir y1l “ulusal jeopark™ olarak hizmet etmesi gerekmektedir. Jeopark

bulundugu yer ve iilke i¢in kiiresel itibar vesilesidir.

Genel hedefleri az ¢cok benzer olmakla birlikte, ulusal veya uluslararasi bagka doga koruma
yerleri, drnegin Milli Park, Nitelikli Koruma alani, Diinya Miras1 Alani, Ramsar Alani, Ozel
Cevre Koruma Alani gibi uygulamalarin jeoparklardan temel farki, kurulus bi¢imlerinden ileri
gelir. Bu ikinciler ulusal veya uluslararasi sdzlesmelere bagli olarak merkezi idare-hiikiimetler
tarafindan tespit, tescil ve ilan edilirler. Tespit ve ilan edilmelerinde oradaki deger; kiiltiir veya
dogal varlik esastir. Jeoparklar ise farkli olarak yerel halkin talebi, onay1 ve destegi ile ortaya
cikabilir. Yerel destek alindiktan sonra, mevzuattaki yasal siireclere uyularak, ulusal kurum ve

kuruluslarin destek ve katkilari ile tesis edilir.

Jeoparklar icinde insan bulunmasi zorunlu koruma alanlaridir ve yasal izinlerle her tiirlii
faaliyet serbesttir. Insansiz diinya, dogasiz insan yasamu siirdiiriilebilir degildir. UNESCO
Jeoparklar programi bu ilkeyi gozeterek gelistirilmistir. Dolayisiyla jeoparklar i¢cinde somut
ve somut olmayan kiiltiir, tarih ve yasayan insan topluluklar ister. [laveten, jeoparklar insanin
doga ile tanisik oldugu yerlerdir; kisaca doga kaynakli afetlere direngli toplum olusumu icin

egitim aracglaridir. Jeoturizm yolu ile de yerel kalkinmaya hizmet edecek sekilde yonetilmesi

beklenir.



ULUSLARARASI KATILIMLI “ERZINCAN JEOLOJIK VE KULTUREL MIRAS” CALISTAYI
18-20 HAZIRAN 2026

Bu sunumda UNESCO’nun kurulusundan itibaren gecirdigi evreler, doga koruma oncelikli

programlarin artis1 ile jeoparklarin hizli yayilma sebepleri iizerinde durulacaktir.

UNESCO GEOPARKS: A TRANSITION FROM CALLS FOR PEACE TO NATURE
CONSERVATION

ABSTRACT
Established in the aftermath of the two World Wars with the primary aim of promoting global

peace, UNESCO has gradually evolved into an organization advocating the protection of both
cultural and natural heritage. Today, climate change and rising sea levels pose an existential
threat to small island nations, which constitute nearly one-third of the member states of both
the United Nations and UNESCO. Under these circumstances, geoparks have emerged as an
important program serving as a tool for both nature conservation and sustainable

development.

Geoparks are protected areas that contain at least one geosite of internationally significant
geological heritage. They are defined by natural or administrative boundaries, possess their
own management structure and budget, cover areas larger than ordinary walking distances,
and prioritize rural development. In order to apply for UNESCO Global Geopark status, an
area must first function as a “national geopark™ for at least one year. Geoparks also provide
considerable international prestige for both the region and the country in which they are

located.

Although geoparks share broad conservation objectives with other nationally or
internationally recognized protected areas — such as National Parks, Qualified Conservation
Areas, World Heritage Sites, Ramsar Sites, and Special Environmental Protection Areas —
they differ fundamentally in the way they are established. The latter are generally identified,
designated, and declared by central governments in accordance with national legislation or
international conventions, primarily on the basis of their intrinsic cultural or natural value.
Geoparks, by contrast, can only emerge through the initiative, consent, and active support of
local communities. Once local support is secured, they are established through legal
procedures defined in national legislation, with the cooperation and contributions of relevant

national institutions and organizations.
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Geoparks are conservation areas in which human presence is not only accepted but essential,

and where all activities may continue provided that they comply with legal regulations and
permit requirements. A world without humans, or human life disconnected from nature, is
unsustainable. The UNESCO Global Geoparks concept was developed on the basis of this
understanding. Consequently, geoparks require not only geological heritage, but also tangible
and intangible cultural assets, historical continuity, and living communities. In addition,
geoparks are spaces where people interact directly with nature; in this sense, they function as
educational tools that help societies become more resilient to natural hazards and disasters.
They are also expected to support local economic development, particularly through

geotourism.

This presentation will examine the institutional evolution of UNESCO since its establishment,
the growing prominence of nature conservation programs within its framework, and the

factors underlying the rapid global expansion of geoparks.



