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Bu calismada, yeryiiziinde canliligin nasil ¢esitlendigi genel bir ¢ergevede ele alinmakta ve
Anadolu'nun kara bitkileri tarafindan ne zaman, hangi siireclerle Ortiilmeye basladig:
tartisilmaktadir. Anadolu'nun olaganiistii biyocgesitliligini ortaya ¢ikaran temel etkenler
degerlendirildikten sonra, bu gelisim igerisinde Erzincan ilinin tasidigt 6zel konum ile Firat
Nehri'nin olusum oykiisliniin bolge biyocesitliligiyle olan yakin iliskisi vurgulanmaktadir.
Calismanin ikinci boliimiinde, Tiirkiye'nin belki de en dikkat ¢ekici biyogesitlilik miize
yapilanmalarindan biri olan Kemaliye Doga Tarihi Miizesi'nin kurulusu ve gelisimi
anlatilmakta; miizenin egitime ve bolge turizmine sagladigi olumlu katkilar ele alinmaktadir.
Son olarak, bolgedeki bilimsel aragtirmalart kurumsal bir ¢ati altinda toplamak amaciyla bir

“Yukar1 Firat Havzasi Arastirma Enstitiisii” kurulmasina yonelik bir 6neri sunulmaktadir.
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Miizesi

THE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT AND SIGNIFICANCE OF ERZINCAN'S
BIODIVERSITY: THE KEMALIYE PROF. DR. ALI DEMIRSOY NATURAL
HISTORY MUSEUM

ABSTRACT

This study examines, within a broad framework, how life diversified on Earth and discusses
when and through which processes Anatolia first came to be covered by land plants. After
evaluating the principal factors that gave rise to Anatolia's extraordinary biodiversity, it
highlights the distinctive position of Erzincan province within this development and the close
relationship between the formation history of the Euphrates River and the region's
biodiversity. The second part of the study describes the foundation and growth of the
Kemaliye Natural History Museum — arguably one of Turkey's most striking biodiversity
museum structures — and addresses the positive contributions it has made to education and

regional tourism. Finally, a proposal is put forward for the establishment of an “Upper
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Euphrates Basin Research Institute” to bring the region's scientific research together under a

single institutional umbrella.
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